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What is cartography?

· “The art and science of making maps”

-James S. Aber – Professor of Geology Emporia State University, PH.D in Gelology.

What is a map?

· “A map is a graphic representation or scale model of spatial concepts.” – James S. Aber 

History

· 15th and 16th centuries were a time of expansion and trade for economic opportunities.

·  Map making shifted from an intuitive to practical for professional use rather than the guesswork.

· Greek & Roman philosophy heavily influenced map-making up to the 16th century.

·  Ptolemy’s belief and influenced Casper Vople. 

· Vople’s “Terrestrial globe with Armillary Sphere” was a globe encircled by a sphere that distinguished seasonal changes and orbits of heavenly bodies. 

· Venetian Sailing directions in the 15th century employed the zodiac and cultic hand signs as a means of navigation.

 Geographic Information Systems

· “GIS is a collection of computer hardware, software, and geographic data for capturing, managing, analyzing, and displaying all forms of geographically referenced information.” –GIS.com 
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