 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
EVPP 555 - Waterscape Ecology and Management


Fall 2007 (Fridays)


Syllabus

Course Description and Goals: This course is the laboratory for EVPP 555. It is used to train students in field and lab techniques used to collect data on freshwater ecosystems. Students will also receive training in data analysis and report writing.
Course Content and Instructional Methods: The subject matter of this course is delivered in the form of lectures, laboratory exercises, and assigned readings.

Date

Topic







555 Registrants,
Since some new people may have added, I'm resending this schedule for the 555 lab class:
I've added the location for the first meeting which will be this Friday at the Boat Compound on Roberts Road.

Aug 31  Intro to equipment and procedures (9:30-11:30 am)Meet at Boat Compound
Sept 7  Trip to Burke Lake for summer stratification (9 am to 2 pm)

Sept 14  No lab (instructor will be away)

Sept 21 Gunston Cove/Tidal Potomac Field Trip (9 am - 3 pm)

Sept 28 No lab (faculty retreat)

Oct 5 Work Day (9 am - 12 noon)

Oct 12 Trip to Goose Creek (8:30 am - 5 pm)

Oct 19 Trip to Burke Lake after turnover (9 am to 2 pm)

Oct 26 Data analysis methods (9 am - 12 noon)

Nov 2 Work day (9am - ___)

Nov 9, 16 Independent work, no formal class

Nov 23 Thanksgiving holiday

Nov 30 Project presentations

Textbook: Wetzel, R.G. and G.E. Likens. 2000. Limnological Analyses. 3rd Edition. Springer-Verlag. 429 pp. 

Methods of Evaluation:
Grading:
Each student will be required to participate in each field trip.  Problem sets will be assigned utilizing the Burke Lake and Goose Creek data to analyze various lake and stream properties. In addition, each student will adopt a miniproject from the list presented by the instructor. Miniprojects will generally focus on one variable such as zooplankton, nutrient concentrations, benthos, etc. and compare values obtained from various habitats. Students will be responsible for extracting relevant data from field samples (ex., chemical analysis for nutrients, counts for zooplankton, benthos, phytoplankton) and then comparing those values with the literature.  Each student will submit a lab report by November 22 in the form of a scientific paper with introduction, methods, results, referenced comparisons with other studies, and conclusions (15 pp total, double spaced).

Problem sets will count 15% of the total grade each with the lab report counting 70%. Students will lose 5% for each field lab missed unless prior arrangements are made with the instructor. 

Instructors:
R. Chris Jones




Professor of Environmental Science and Policy




3041 David King Hall




(703) 993-1127 (phone)
(703) 993-1066 (fax)




rcjones@gmu.edu




http://mason.gmu.edu/~rcjones/index.htm




Office Hours: MW 2-4 or by appt.

Staff Support
Jen Hauck







jhauck1@gmu.edu

